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DR. PATRICIA O’'CAMPO
Director
Centre for Research on Inner City Health

MESSAGE FROM THE
DIRECTOR

At CRICH, our mission is to reduce health inequities through innovative research
that supports social change.

“Supporting” social change; what does that mean? For us, it means producing high-
quality evidence to guide the development of programs and policies that can really
make a difference in improving health outcomes for inner city populations. Great
promise lies in complex population health interventions that address the underlying
social and economic factors that affect our health - factors like access to suitable
housing, nutritious food, health and social services, safe recreation, and supportive
social networks. And generating and evaluating these kinds of intersectoral
solutions is where CRICH truly shines.

Our focus on responding to complex, “inner city” health problems like homelessness,
newcomer isolation, severe mental health problems, and substance use problems

is what attracts researchers and community collaborators to our centre. It's also
drawing outstanding candidates from around the world to our new, CIHR-funded
post-doctoral training program, “The ACHIEVE Research Partnership: Action for
Health Equity Research”. The goal of ACHIEVE is to equip new researchers with skills
and aptitudes that are generally unavailable through traditional graduate education,
yet necessary for bridging the gap between measuring health inequities and actively
participating in reducing them.

2009/2010 has been a very exciting year. In the following pages, you'll find examples
of how our research had an impact this year, and profiles of a few large projects we
launched in 2009/2010. Of particular excitement is the national “At Home/Chez Soi”
Research Demonstration Project in Mental Health and Homelessness, funded by
the Mental Health Commission of Canada. CRICH is the Toronto lead on this project —
please see the following page for more details.

2009 also marked the launch of the CRICH Survey Research Unit (SRU). The SRU will
allow us to consolidate — and share - CRICH's considerable capability and expertise

in interviewing large numbers of people, including hard-to-reach or hard-to-follow
populations. We'll launch the SRU web site soon; check www.crich.ca for updates.

At the CRICH site, you can also find information on the issues we study, past and
current projects, our scientists, and our ACHIEVE training program.

With our people, our work, and our partners — and a move to the new Keenan
Research Centre at the Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute facility in 2011 — the coming
year is looking sensational. | look forward to sharing it with you.

Sincerely,

Pat

2009/2010

APRIL 2009

Burke J, 0’Campo P, Salmon C, Walker R. Pathways
connecting neighborhood influences and mental well-
being: Socioeconomic position and gender differences. Soc
Sci Med 2009 April;68(7):1294-304.

Burra TA, Moineddin R, Agha MM, Glazier RH. Social
disadvantage, air pollution, and asthma physician visits in
Toronto, Canada Environ Res 2009 April 28.

Ezezika OC, Thomas F, Lavery JV, Daar AS, Singer PA. A
social audit model for Agro-biotechnology initiatives

in developing countries: accounting for ethical, social,
cultural and commercialization issues. Journal of
Technology Management & Innovation 2009;4(3):24-33.

Kitahata MM, Gange SJ, Abraham AG et al. (Rourke SB).
Effect of Early versus Deferred Antiretroviral Therapy for
HIV on Survival. N Engl J Med 2009 Apr 30;360(18):1815-26.

Links PS. Editorial. Journal of Personality Disorders
2010;23(2):i-ii.

Martin AM, Berger H, Nisenbaum R et al. Abdominal
visceral adiposity in the first trimester predicts glucose
intolerance in later pregnancy. Diabetes Care 2009 April 23.

Mercer D, Douglass AB, Links PS. Meta-analyses of mood
stabilizers, antidepressants and antipsychotics in the
treatment of borderline personality disorder: effectiveness
for depression and anger symptoms. J Pers Disord 2009
April;23(2):156-74.

Nessim SJ, Bargman JM, Austin PC, Nisenbaum R, Jassal SV.
Predictors of Peritonitis in Patients on Peritoneal Dialysis:
Results of a Large, Prospective Canadian Database. Clin J
Am Soc Nephrol 2009 April 30.

Phongsamart W, Kitai |, Gardam M, Wang J, Khan K. A
Population-Based Study of Tuberculosis in Children and
Adolescents in Ontario. Pediatr Infect Dis J 2009 April 2.

MAY 2009

Bendavid E, Wood R, Katzenstein DA, Bayoumi AM, Owens
DK. Expanding Antiretroviral Options in Resource-Limited
Settings-A Cost-Effectiveness Analysis. J Acquir Inmune
Defic Syndr 2009 May 14.

Bergmans Y, Spence JM, Strike C, Links PS et al. Repeat
substance-using suicidal clients-how can we be helpful?
Soc Work Health Care 2009 May;48(4):420-31.

Borkhoff CM, Hawker GA, Kreder H), Glazier RH, Mahomed
NN, Wright JG. Patients’ gender affected physicians’ clinical
decisions when presented with standardized patients but
not for matching paper patients. J Clin Epidemiol 2009
May;62(5):527-41.

Glazier RH, Klein-Geltink J, Kopp A, Sibley LM. Capitation
and enhanced fee-for-service models for primary care
reform: a population-based evaluation. CMAJ 2009 May
26;180(11):E72-E81.

Hoch J, Hartford K, Heslop L, Stitt L. Mental illness and
police interactions in a mid-sized Canadian city: What the
data do and do not say. Canadian Journal of Community
Mental Health 2009;28(1):49-66.

Joseph KS, Fahey J, Dendukuri N, Allen VM, 0'Campo P,
Dodds L, Liston RM, Allen AC. Recent changes in maternal
characteristics by socioeconomic status. J Obstet Gynaecol
(Can 2009 May;31(5):422-33.

Langley J, Gehrs M, Wasylenki D, Dewa C, Rueda S, Rourke
SB. Suicidality in Seriously Mentally Il Clients of Two
Intensive Community Mental Health Programs. Canadian
Journal of Community Mental Health 2009;28(1):151-64.

Martimianakis MA, Hodges BD, Wasylenki D.
Understanding the challenges of integrating scientists and
clinical teachers in psychiatry education: findings from an
innovative faculty development program. Acad Psychiatry
2009 May;33(3):241-7.



Paris J, Silk KR, Gunderson J, Links PS, Zanarini M. Formal
Rebuttal: The case for retaining borderline personality
disorder as a psychiatric diagnosis. Personality and Mental
Health 2009;3(2):96-100.

Power C, Boisse L, Rourke SB, Gill MJ. NeuroAIDS: An
Evolving Epidemic. Canadian Journal of Neurological
Sciences 2009;36(3):285-95.

JUNE 2009

Anderson M, Smylie J. Health Systems Performance
Measurement Systems in Canada: How Well do They
Perform in First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Contexts.
Pimatisiwin: A Journal of Aboriginal and Indigenous
Community Health 2009;7(1):99-115.

Bryant T, Leaver C, Dunn J. Unmet healthcare need, gender,
and health inequalities in Canada. Health Policy 2009
June;91(1):24-32.

Dewa CS, Hoch JS, Carmen G, Gusscott R, Anderson C. Cost,
Effectiveness and Cost-Effectiveness of a Collaborative
Mental Health Care Program for People Receiving Short-
Term Disability Benefits for Psychiatric Disorders. Can J
Psychiatry 2009 June;54(6):379-88.

Kirst MJ, Erickson P, Strike C. Poly-Substance Use among
Male and Female Street Youth in Toronto, Canada.
International Journal of Social Inquiry 2009;2(2):123-39.

Lavery JV, Singer PA, Ridzon R et al. In global health
research, is it legitimate to stop clinical trials early on
account of their opportunity costs? PLoS Med 2009 June
9;6(6):21000071.

Park-Wyllie LY, Kam D, Bayoumi AM. The adherence
support gap: the ‘ideal’ versus ‘reality’ of antiretroviral
adherence support provided by HIV health providers in
clinical practice. Ann Pharmacother 2009 June;43(6):1036-44.

Speechley M, Forchuk C, Hoch J, Jensen E, Wagg J. Deriving
a mental health outcome measure using the pooled

index: an application to psychiatric consumer-survivors

in different housing types. Health Services and Outcomes
Research Methodology 2009;9(2):133-43.

JULY 2009

Ahmad F, Hogg-Johnson S, Stewart DE, Skinner HA, Glazier
RH, Levinson W. Computer-assisted screening for intimate
partner violence and control: a randomized trial. Ann
Intern Med 2009 July 21;151(2):93-102.

Bayoumi AM. Equity and Health Services Research. Journal
of Public Health Policy 2009;30(2):176-82.

Du P, McNutt LA, 0°Campo P, Coles FB. Changes in
community socioeconomic status and racial distribution
associated with gonorrhea rates: an analysis at the
community level. Sex Transm Dis 2009 July;36(7):430-8.

Glazier RH. Primary care reform. CMAJ 2009 July 7;181(1-2):61.

Hawker GA, Badley EM, Croxford R, Coyte PC, Glazier RH,
Guan J, Harvey BJ, Williams JI, Wright JG. A population-
based nested case-control study of the costs of hip and
knee replacement surgery. Med Care 2009 July;47(7):732-41.

Hoch JS. Improving efficiency and value in palliative care
with net benefit regression: an introduction to a simple
method for cost-effectiveness analysis with person-level
data. J Pain Symptom Manage 2009 July;38(1):54-61.

Kertesz SG, Hwang SW, Irwin J, Ritchey FJ, Lagory ME.
Rising Inability to Obtain Needed Health Care Among
Homeless Persons in Birmingham, Alabama (1995-2005). )
Gen Intern Med 2009 Jul;24(7):841-7.

Khan K, Arino J, Hu W et al. Spread of a Novel Influenza
A (H1N1) Virus via Global Airline Transportation. N Engl J
Med 2009 Jul 9;361(2):212-4.

Kirst MJ. Social Capital and Beyond: A Qualitative Analysis
of Social Contextual and Structural Influences on Drug
Use-Related Health Behaviours. Journal of Drug Issues
2009;39(3):653-76.

Korzekwa MI, Dell PF, Links PS, Thabane L, Fougere P.
Dissociation in borderline personality disorder: a detailed
look. J Trauma Dissociation 2009;10(3):346-67.

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 2009/2010

BETTER HEALTH CARE AT ONTARIO’S
LARGEST HOMELESS SHELTER

In 2007-08, CRICH Researcher Dr. Vicky Stergiopoulos and
her team conducted a client needs assessment at Toronto’s
Seaton House emergency shelter. The report showed that 80% of Seaton House
clients experience severe to moderate disabilities — a level of need that the shelter
was never designed to address. Evidence from the CRICH report was tabled by the
City of Toronto Housing Opportunities Action Plan for Affordable Housing, in its
proposal to demolish and rebuild Seaton House. In late 2009, Toronto City Council
approved the plan. The new Seaton House will offer enhanced services to address
the specific needs identified in the CRICH report, including long-term care, infirmary
and health care beds, supportive housing, and expanded programming space.
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On any given night, there are between 5,000 and 6,500 homeless people in Toronto.
Between 1/4 and 1/3 of homeless people have a serious mental health problem like
schizophrenia, major depressive disorder, or bipolar affective disorder.

“At Home/Chez Soi” is a national research project to find the best ways to provide
housing and services to people who face mental health problems and homelessness. A
total of 2,285 people will participate across Canada in Vancouver, Winnipeg, Toronto,
Montreal, and Moncton. About half of participants will be provided with an apartment
plus specialized support services, following the “Housing First” philosophy. About half
will use existing services available in their cities.

The study will generate evidence about client outcomes. It will also ask whether it
costs less to provide homeless people with real housing and services, compared to
having people stay in hospitals, prisons, and shelters.

CRICH Researchers Dr. Stephen Hwang and Dr. Vicky Stergiopoulos, and CRICH Director
Dr. Patricia O’'Campo are the lead researchersion the project’s Toronto arm, where 560
individuals will participate. For more information, visit www.mentalhealthcommission.ca.




EQUIPPING MOHLTC TO RESPOND
TO EQUITY IMPLICATIONS OF NEW
PHYSICIAN REIMBURSEMENT MODELS

In the past 10 years, Ontario has undergone one of the world’s
largest short-term voluntary shifts in physician reimbursement, from fee-for-service
models to “capitation” models (in which physicians are paid a fixed fee for each patient
in their roster). However, there is little evidence on how capitation models affect
patient outcomes or equity of access to health care. In 2009, CRICH Researcher

and family physician Dr. Rick Glazier conducted a study that found that patients in
capitation practices are healthier and wealthier than expected - important findings,
in light of Ontario’s efforts to expand use of primary care services and to ensure
equitable access to services. In early 2010, based on these findings and Dr. Glazier’s
subsequent recommendations, the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
(MOHLTC) Physician Services Committee requested that Dr. Glazier take next steps
and investigate adjusting capitation payments based on patients’ needs. His work is
now part of the current MOHLTC-Ontario Medical Association agreement.

FORECASTING GLOBAL SPREAD OF
DISEASE: A TOOL TO PREPARE CANADA
FOR PANDEMICS

Evidence is needed prepare for and respond to emerging
infectious diseases in a targeted, strategic way. In response to the SARS crisis in
2003, CRICH Researcher Dr. Kamran Khan (in collaboration with Ryerson University,
the University of Manitoba, and the world’s largest commercial airport and air
transport organizations) developed Bio.Diaspora — a secure and remotely accessible
web-based technology that can rapidly analyze global air traffic patterns to predict
the geographic spread of emerging infectious diseases. In 2009, Dr. Khan used Bio.
Diaspora to report to the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) on what Canada
can do to better prepare and respond to disease outbreaks. Later that year, Dr. Khan
used Bio.Diaspora to analyze more than 2.3 million flight itineraries and accurately
predict how the HIN1 virus would spread out of Mexico to cities around the world.
During the pandemic, his results were requested by and provided to the Ontario
Ministry of Health and Long-term Care, the Ontario Agency for Health Protection
and Promotion, and PHAC. Bio.Diaspora has also generated significant interest and
collaboration among the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the US
Department of Defense, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control,
and the World Health Organization. Learn more at www.biodiaspora.com.

i, PUT TO THE TEST: EVALUATING
' ONTARIO’S GUIDELINES FOR HIV TESTING
; . ; AND COUNSELLING

i EM 30-40% of people who are HIV positive don’t know their status.
This year, CRICH Director Dr. Patricia O'Campo and other CRICH researchers
completed a 2-year collaboration with the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term
Care (MOHLTC) AIDS Bureau, Ontario HIV test practitioners, and the Ontario Central
Public Health Laboratory to evaluate HIV testing and counselling activities across
Ontario. We found that Ontario providers are following guidelines and clients are
highly satisfied with the services they receive. However, we also identified some
important areas of concern; for example, stigma around HIV continues to be a major
barrier to reaching high-risk populations. The study confirmed that men who have
sex with men, injection drug users, and people born in HIV endemic countries are

at highest risk in Ontario and would benefit the most from targeted programs to
improve testing rates. This study was performed at the request of the MOHLTC, and
funded by the MOHLTC Applied Health Research Program.

Tete |

Liu S, Rouleau J, Joseph KS, Sauve R, Liston RM, Young
D, Kramer MS, 0'Campo P (Maternal Health Study Group
collaborator). Epidemiology of pregnancy-associated
venous thromboembolism: a population-based study in
Canada. ) Obstet Gynaecol Can 2009 July;31(7):611-20.

Muntaner C, Sridharan S, Solar 0, Benach J. Commentary:
Against unjust global distribution of power and money:
The report of the WHO commission on the social
determinants of health: Global inequality and the future
of public health policy. J Public Health Policy 2009
July;30(2):163-75.

0'Campo P, Kirst MJ, Shankardass K, Lofters A. Closing
the gap in urban health inequities. J Public Health Policy
2009;30(2):183-8.

Shankardass K, McConnell R, Jerrett M, Milam J,
Richardson J, Berhane K. Parental stress increases
the effect of traffic-related air pollution on childhood
asthma incidence. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 2009 July
28;106(30):12406-11.

Ulibarri MD, Strathdee SA, Ulloa EC, Lozada R, Fraga MA,
Magis-Rodriguez C, De La,Torre A, Amaro H, 0'Campo P,
Patterson TL. Injection Drug Use as a Mediator Between
Client-perpetrated Abuse and HIV Status Among Female
Sex Workers in Two Mexico-US Border Cities. AIDS Behav
2009 July 28.

AUGUST 2009

Chiu S, Redelmeier DA, Tolomiczenko G, Kiss A, Hwang
SW. The health of homeless immigrants. J Epidemiol
Community Health 2009 August 3.

Holzman C, Eyster J, Kleyn M, Messer L, Kaufman J,
Laraia B, 0'Campo P, Burke J, Culhane J, Elo |. Maternal
Weathering and Risk of Preterm Delivery. Am J Public
Health. 2009 0ct;99(10):1864-71.

Urquia ML, Glazier RH, Blondel B et al. International
Migration and Adverse Birth Outcomes: Role of Ethnicity,
Region of Origin and Destination. J Epidemiol Community
Health 2009 August 19.

SEPTEMBER 2009

Adamina M, Hoch JS, Burnstein MJ. To plug or not to plug:
A cost-effectiveness analysis for complex anal fistula.
Surgery 2009 September 4.

Glazier RH, Agha MM, Moineddin R, Sibley LM. Universal
health insurance and equity in primary care and specialist
office visits: a population-based study. Ann Fam Med 2009
September;7(5):396-405.

Greene S, Tucker R, Rourke SB, Monette L, Koornstra

J, Sobota M, Byers S, Hwang S, Dunn J, Guenter D,
Ahluwalia A, Watson J. “Under My Umbrella”: The housing
experiences of HIV positive parents who live with and care
for their children in Ontario. Arch Womens Ment Health
2009 September 16.

Hwang SW, Kirst MJ, Chiu S et al. Multidimensional Social
Support and the Health of Homeless Individuals. J Urban
Health 2009 Sep;86(5):791-803.

Gupta S, Faughnan ME, Bayoumi AM. Embolization for
Pulmonary Arteriovenous Malformation in Hereditary

Hemorrhagic Telangiectasia: A Decision Analysis. Chest
2009 Sep;136(3):849-58.

McMain SF, Links PS, Gnam WH et al. A Randomized Trial
of Dialectical Behavior Therapy Versus General Psychiatric
Management for Borderline Personality Disorder. Am J
Psychiatry 2009 September 15.

Nosyk B, Sun H, Banshack N, Guh DP, Li X, Barnett P, Bayoumi
A, Griffin S, Joyce V, Holodniy M, Owens DK, Anis AH. The
concurrent validity and responsiveness of the health utilities
index (HUI 3) among patients with advanced HIV/AIDS. Qual
Life Res 2009 September;18(7):815-24.

0'Campo P, Kirst M, Schaefer-McDaniel N, Firestone M,
Scott A, McShane K. Community-Based Services for
Homeless Adults Experiencing Concurrent Mental Health
and Substance Use Disorders: A Realist Approach to
Synthesizing Evidence. J Urban Health 2009 September 16.



Pritchard MJ, Hwang SW. Cases: Severe anemia from
bedbugs. CMAJ 2009 September 1;181(5):287-8.

OCTOBER 2009

Bergmans Y, Langley J, Links P, Lavery JV. The perspectives
of young adults on recovery from repeated suicide-related
behavior. Crisis 2009;30(3):120-7.

Greene S, Ahluwalia A, Watson J, Tucker R, Rourke SB,
Koornstra J, Sobota M, Monette L, Byers S. Between
skepticism and empowerment: the experiences of peer
research assistants in HIV/AIDS, housing and homelessness
community-based research. International Journal of Social
Research Methodology 2009;12(4):361-73.

Hwang SW, Wilkins R, Tjepkema M, 0'Campo PJ, Dunn JR.
Mortality among residents of shelters, rooming houses,
and hotels in Canada: 11 year follow-up study. BMJ
2009;339:h4036.

Matheson FI, White HL, Moineddin R, Dunn JR, Glazier RH.
Neighbourhood chronic stress and gender inequalities

in hypertension among Canadian adults: a multilevel
analysis. J Epidemiol Community Health 2009 October 14.

Schaefer-McDaniel N, 0'Brien CM, 0'Campo P, Gearey
W. Examining methodological details of neighbourhood
observations and the relationship to health: A literature
review. Soc Sci Med 2009 October 31.

Steinhart B, Thorpe KE, Bayoumi AM, Moe G, Januzzi Jr. JL,
Mazer CD. Improving the diagnosis of acute heart failure
using a validated prediction model. J Am Coll Cardiol 2009
October 13;54(16):1515-21.

Vignarajah B, Links PS. Complex Case: The clinical
significance of co-morbid post-traumatic stress disorder
and borderline personality disorder: Case study and
literature review. Personality and Mental Health
2009;3(3):217-24.

Wilson MG, Dickie M, Cooper CL, Carvalhal A, Bacon J,
Rourke SB. Treatment, care and support for people co-
infected with HIV and hepatitis C: a scoping review. Open
Medicine 2009;3(4):184-95.

NOVEMBER 2009

Cinnamon J, Rinner C, Cusimano MD, Marshall S, Bakele
T, Hernandez T, Glazier RH, Chipman ML. Evaluating web-
based static, animated and interactive maps for injury
prevention. Geospat Health 2009 November;4(1):3-16.

Deeks SG, Gange SJ, Kitahata MM et al. (Rourke SB). Trends
in multidrug treatment failure and subsequent mortality
among antiretroviral therapy-experienced patients with
HIV infection in North America. Clin Infect Dis 2009
November 15;49(10):1582-90.

Graham SM, Shah PS, Aesch ZC, Beyene J, Bayoumi AM.

A Systematic Review of the Quality of Trials Evaluating
Biomedical HIV Prevention Interventions Shows That Many
Lack Power. HIV Clin Trials 2009 November;10(6):413-31.

0'Brien KK, Bayoumi AM, Davis AM, Young NL, Strike C.
Using exploratory focus groups to establish a sampling
strategy to investigate disability experienced by adults
living with HIV. Curr HIV Res 2009 November;7(6):626-33.

0'Brien KK, Davis AM, Strike C, Young NL, Bayoumi AM.
Putting episodic disability into context: a qualitative study
exploring factors that influence disability experienced by
adults living with HIV/AIDS. J Int AIDS Soc 2009;12(1):5.

Sibley LM, Moineddin R, Agha MM, Glazier RH. Risk
Adjustment Using Administrative Data-Based and Survey-
Derived Methods for Explaining Physician Utilization. Med
Care 2009 November 18;47(12).

Smith PM, Glazier RH, Sibley LM. The predictors of
self-rated health and the relationship between self-rated
health and health service needs are similar across
socioeconomic groups in Canada. J Clin Epidemiol 2009
November 16.

DECEMBER 2009

Dunn JR. Health inequalities research in Canada: from data
liberation to research proliferation to....? Health Rep 2009
December;20(4):53-4.

CRICH RESEARCHER DR. JIM DUNN RECEIVES
MACARTHUR FOUNDATION AWARD

In 2009, CRICH Researcher Dr. Jim Dunn was awarded a
$738,000 grant from the Chicago-based John D. and
CatherineT. MacArthur Foundation for a CRICH study on the mental health effects
of the Regent Park social housing redevelopment in Toronto. He is the first ever
non-US recipient of a housing research grant from the Foundation, awarded as
part of their “How Housing Matters to Families and Communities” program. Built
more than 50 years ago, Regent Park is Canada’s oldest and largest concentrated
public housing community. Over the next 15 years, Regent Park will be demolished
and rebuilt to include new community, recreational, and cultural services. CRICH is
looking at how the neighbourhood’s revitalization will affect things like residents’
sense of community and safety, child development, and interactions across social
groups. The first of its kind in Canada and one of the first in the world, this study
will provide an important evidence base for social housing redevelopments and
urban planning across Canada.

LAUNCHED IN 2009/2010:

PROJECT NEHW

NEIGHBOURHOOD EFFECTS ON HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
FUNDERS: CANADIAN INSTITUTES OF HEALTH RESEARCH;

SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES RESEARCH
OUNCIL; CENTRE FOR URBAN HEALTH
NIVERSITY OF TORONTO

It is estimated that at least one in five Canadian adults have a mental illness. A large
body of literature has shown that the physical, psychological, social, and spatial
characteristics of urban neighbourhoods can affect our physical and mental health.
Little of this research, however, has been conducted in Canada - evidence is needed
to inform Canadian, neighbourhood-level programs and services aimed to improve
mental health and well-being.

For “Project NEHW’, CRICH's new Survey Research Unit is interviewing 3000 Torontonians
across 100 random Toronto neighbourhoods to help CRICH Director Dr. Patricia
O’Campo identify neighbourhood factors that promote - or diminish — mental health.
We're also investigating why some people choose to access mental health resources
close to their neighbourhoods, while others do not, and whether the use of mental
health resources is the same across neighbourhoods and across various social groups.

To learn more about the project, visit www.crich.ﬁ.\.. 1 _ .
il '



LAUNCHED IN 2009/2010:

OUR HEALTH COUNTS

FUNDER: ONTARIO MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND LONG-
TERM CARE

START DATE: 2009
END DATE: 2013

Basic public health data for Ontario’s urban Aboriginal population are almost non-
existent, despite the fact that over 70% of Ontario’s Aboriginal Peoples live in urban
centres. We need these data to inform the development of effective and culturally
appropriate health programs and policies for Aboriginal individuals, families,
communities, and Nations.

The goal of “Our Health Counts”is to improve Aboriginal health data in Ontario. For
this study, CRICH Researcher Dr. Janet Smylie is working in partnership with the Métis
Nation of Ontario, Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centres, Ontario Native
Women'’s Association, and Tungasuvvingat Inuit. The team will identify the health
indicators that are relevant to Canada’s urban Aboriginal Peoples, and collect much-
needed health data using community-inclusive methods.

To learn more about the project, visit www.crich.ca.

WOULD SUPERVISING DRUG USE HELP
IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR INJECTION
DRUG USERS IN ONTARIO?

A supervised consumption site (SCS) is a legally-sanctioned
facility in which injection drug users (IDUs) can take pre-
obtained drugs in a hygienic environment, under the
supervision of trained staff. Evidence shows that IDUs who use SCSs are less likely
to overdose, less likely to engage in risky behaviour (like needle sharing), and more
likely to access to other services. However, evidence is needed on whether these
sites are cost-effective, and whether they will be as effective in Ontario as they have
been in other provinces. To answer these questions, CRICH Researcher Dr. Ahmed
Bayoumi and CRICH Associate Scientist Dr. Carol Strike are leading the Toronto and
Ottawa Supervised Consumption Assessment (TOSCA). Focus groups with drug users
and key informants began in 2009. Our findings will have direct relevance for IDUs,
their advocates, and decision-makers in Ontario.

Kulkarni GS, Alibhai SM, Finelli A, Fleshner NE, Jewett MA,
Lopushinsky SR, Bayoumi AM. Cost-effectiveness analysis
of immediate radical cystectomy versus intravesical
Bacillus Calmette-Guerin therapy for high-risk, high-grade
(T1G3) bladder cancer. Cancer 2009 Dec 1;115(23):5450-9.

McShane KE, Hastings PD, Smylie JK, Prince C, The
Tungasuvvingat Inuit Family Resource Centre. Examining
Evidence for Autonomy and Relatedness in Urban

Inuit Parenting. Culture Psychology 2009 December
1;15(4):411-31.

Monette L, Rourke SB, Tucker R et al. Housing Status and
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